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MEDIA ALERT – immediate release 

 

Dumping the Dives with Good Practice Awards 
6 June 2017 

 

Negative stereotypes of boarding houses can make it more difficult for residents to get jobs or 
establish personal relationships according to Newtown Neighbourhood Centre (NNC) Housing 
Services Manager Paul Adabie. 

“Working directly with boarding house residents, we come face to face with the difficulties residents 
experience due to discrimination and negative stereotypes.” 

To challenge this, the Centre has launched the Good Practice Awards for Boarding Houses. 

“Not all boarding houses are as bad as the images many people hold of them. Many boarding 
house operators try hard to provide much needed affordable accommodation for some of the 
poorest people in the community. For many residents, boarding houses provide stable, affordable 
and supportive accommodation.” 

“Our bold program will recognise healthy, safe, compliant and affordable boarding houses in the 
Inner West Local Government Area,” said Adabie. “We want to recognise them and change the way 
society views this important part of the community’s housing mix.” 

There are three awards recognising good practice in the industry with over $1,000 in prize money: 

1. Large Boarding House of the Year (12 or more residents) 
2. Small Boarding House of the Year (less than 13 residents) 
3. Community Connection Award, recognising an individual who shows a commitment to 

encouraging a sense of belonging amongst residents. 

Entries open on the 5th June and close 10th July.  

Anyone can nominate a boarding house in the Inner West by completing a form at NNC or 
downloading a form from: (http://www.newtowncentre.org/boarding-house-awards.html) 

The awards have been sponsored by Eastern Prudential Insurance Group 

 

Newtown Neighbourhood Centre 

Newtown Neighbourhood Centre exists to create a more inclusive, resilient, vibrant and self-reliant 
community. We are a not-for-profit incorporated association serving Sydney’s inner western 
suburbs.The Centre works closely with boarding house residents through its Boarding House 
Outreach Service, and offers forums for boarding house owners twice yearly. 

 

For Awards information, rules and nomination form, visit:  

http://www.newtowncentre.org/boarding-house-awards.html 

 

Contact 

Paul Adabie: 0430 980 967, awards@newtowncentre.org 


